N Alport & the T998.

Herbk Alperi—-as o sole performer and, os lesder of the Tijuang Brass, one of the most popular
cnterainers of the Sixtics—chose to cease recording and performing in 1970, ai the height of his
carger. Devotmg his time and energies to the recording company be co-founded, Alpen took a
Bour-vear leave of absence from music. In 1974, he ended his hiatus with an album entitled ou
Smile--The Song Begins, which Rolling Store called “a sigmficant musscal reburn ., an impressive
maturing of an artist who not only has more o tell but has found a lovely new language in which io
apeeak, solt and siveous, exotic and sophisticated, inatalizing, open, elusive”

As lovely as many listeners found # to be, Herb remembers Yo Smife as a difficult album o make,
a tentative move towand the place at which he has now amived,

It was Ilwll'.ll_lu'lrullll.ll'i.lﬂ. i rr.l;ﬂ.l'rr.'r prece .I'ﬂ:r PIECE IR BTV i agrirl o, dare aver d
leritgr pertodd af tive during whick | was plodeg e Inorper with one arm ted
fehimd oy ek, T fovced mysell te play; 1 forced mysell fo do that album, It was
kind af a painfil experience, but theee vias mo other way fo ged o where T am now

Where Herb Alpert s now can be heard on Comey fsland, a record which 15 as much a departure
from Yow Smile as that album was from earlier Alpert efforts, Caney Belond features an entirely new
group, an ensemble Herb savs 13 “an inspimation e me.” I contains @ doeersity of @lent and
experience: trombonist Bob Edmondson, a graduste of several big bands and one of the ogiginal
Tijuana Brass; paanist Dave Frashberg, an eclectic jars-oniented playver whose happily coexmsting
mfluences inchude Jelly Roll Moron and Lenny Trstano; steel drummer and percussionist Vince
Charles, from 5t Thomas in the Virgin Islands; from the Baja Manimba Band, Julius Wechier on
marimba and vibes; drummer Steve Schaefler, formerly with Chick Corea; bassist Papito Hemandez,
a veteran of the Cuban Symphony; Englishman Peter Woodford on guitar, and on truenpet, in
adbdition to Herb, Bob Findley, whom Alpert calls simply, “a giant™

The musie |'|m|:|.||.|:\-|,:|.‘| |1-3.' this group ranges from LIFI‘.H,!:II bt I|'.||:|u].|;||1|:'u| [niud,:l.'x like Jubus Wechter's
tithe tune (o excursions both passionate and tightly armanged, like the extraordmany “Carmine.” All
af it, from Chick Corea’s infectiows “Senor Mouse™ to the hyprotic “1 Belong,” bears the stamp of
an original talemt unwilling 1o be defined by the past.
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When I was producing good albums with the Brass, each was a potpourri of things.
This album has that same dimension, but with the additional difference of being
done several years later. This dimension has different colors to it, colors I've never
been in before.

It has guts. Its very spontaneous. Its not “assembled” from my producing
experience; it was recorded live, in three days. It real, it has real things that
actually happened, it’s much much much freer.

It’s not a compromise. It’s purely how I'm feeling today. Good or bad, that’s the
way it is. I feel like I'm finally getting there, doing what I can do. When I listen to
it, it sounds like a step to me, but I know I have a lot more to say musically before 1

finish.




