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“I’ve always gotten pleasure from seeing how many ways I could play a song. If a song is
good, if there is a quality melody there, it could be very flexible, and if there is also lyric to the
melody [ am very conscious of it as [ am playing.”

“Mona Lisa, ” featuring an adventurous orchestration by del Barrio, is another example of
exploring new variations on a familiar theme. “It takes ’Mona Lisa’ on a whole trip,” Alpert says.
“It goes from this classical setting, tuxedo-with-a-tie-on and sitting-up-straight-in-your-chair
approach, to a much looser, funkier — sillier at times — approach. Then it slips back into
something a little looser, and wraps up again with that more serious atmosphere. I think it’s a
fun way to approach a song.”
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Alpert has found in del Barrio, who led the Latin fusion band Caldera, a good friend and
collaborator. “We come from different points of view, musically. He was born in Argentina and
his parents ran a conservatory. He’s an extraordinary musician and wonderful to work with. He
writes music very naturally.”

In preparing for MIDNIGHT SUN, Alpert presented a song list and discussed ideas with
del Barrio, who then worked up orchestrations on synthesizers. “Once it felt right to me, he put it
down on paper and we recorded it live — with real live humans,” Alpert laughs. “I take pride in
that: there are humans on this album.”

The album features pianist Frank Collett, guitarists Larry Carlton, Barry Zweig, and John
Pisano (a Tijuana Brass alumnus), drummer Harvey Mason, and the late and legendary jazz
bassist Monty Budwig.

“For me, the key ingredient is to conjure up some images. If it doesn’t have an image
attached, it just doesn’t send out any message. Music that touches sends out something, positive
or negative.”

“The very first record I had as an artist that was successful was ‘The Lonely Bull.’1
received a lot of letters from people around the world who thanked me for taking the them
on this vicarious trip to a bullfight--transporting people through the sound. I started thinking of
music in terms of ‘what’s the image,” where’s the movie, where’s the picture?’ It became a key
ingredient for me.”

And the image for MIDNIGHT SUN?

“Well, it’s a sensual image. There’s romance attached to it. [ think there’s a cozy feeling.”

Even after 32 albums, Alpert’s passion and curiosity for what propelled him into the music
business in the first place continues to lure him and drive him.

“I’m a music junkie,” Alpert insists. “I’m a trumpet junkie. I love to play the trumpet. I
wake up dreaming about things to practice, new things to work on. It’s an endless road for me,
and I love it. There are countless songs, rhythms and combinations that keep surfacing for me,
and I’ll always keep looking for them.”




