By Fran Fried
Register Entertainment Editor

Good things are happenin for John Hiatt a't

“I think I've got nine lives in these cor-
puscles,” John Hiatt declares with the snarl
of a young lion — or is it an old lion with a
young attitude? — in “Something Wild,”
from his latest album, “Perfectly Good Gui-
tar” (A&M).

And now that he’s a wiser man and knows
better about life, he seems to want to live
them all at once.

Hiatt, 41, the prolific singer/songwriter
who packed Toad’s Place last September and
returns there for an early show Saturday
night, seems to be making up for two dec-
ades of lost time with one album.

Long known more for his songwriting
than his own recordings — “Thing Called
Love” (recorded by Bonnie Raitt), “Feels
Like Rain” (Buddy Guy), “Something Wild”
(Iggy Pop), “The Usual” (Bob Dylan), “Sure
as I'm Sitting Here” (Three Night), “All
Right Tonight™ (Paula Abdul) — the native
Hoosier has been reaping as good as he’s
been giving in the past year with the hardest-
rocking and friendliest of his 12 albums.

The crowds have been loud and apprecia-
tive (he played four encores at Toad’s last
year), radio (including WPLR) has been
playing the album, late-night TV (fellow In-
diana boy David Letterman) has clamored
for him. After years of plugging and working,
stardom is happening. Why now?

“I don’t have any reason why except I'm

Mark Seliger /A&M
John Hiatt looks 41, acts younger.

emotionally retarded,” he said last month
from his office in Nashville; he lives outside
the Music City these days.

“That’s OK. A lot of guys’ talents are
chemistry. Their skills at 40 are diminishing.
I feel like I'm just starting to to hit my
stride.”

After a career fraught with roadblocks
both personal (alcoholism) and professional
(radio and record label indifference), he just
feels it's happening when it was meant to
hapen. -

;:
_ MNEw Haven Recrsrer

(Rl
T

T
3|
(3
2

Littie
Time: 7 p.m. Saturday

Place: Toad's Pace, 300 York St New
Tickets: $16.50 in advance, $18 at door
Info:562-6589 "R

“You've gotta figure you're right where
you're supposed to be,” he said. “If it had
come in the late '70s or early '80s, it
would've killed me. It would’ve been too
much pressure. I'm a wimp. I'm glad it’s
happening now.” %

And don’t think for a moment it’s not a
thrill for him: “Sure, you bet it is. We did so
well on all this touring and. the audience
keeps growing. It’s almost a grass roots thing.
It’s not like we command the airwaves. It's
been kind of a slow build. It’s gratifying to.
see the folks come out.”

Hiatt, who, with his band the Guilty
Dogs, will soon embark on a summer tour
supporting Jackson Browne (yeah, I know —
should be the other way around), is also
jumping at the chance to return to the stu-
dio; he has the date Sept. 20 circled on his.
calendar. \ ;
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