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THE HEART THROBS

Thomas Carlyle once wrote that music was "the speech of
angels." If prophecy existed, he might have been predicting the art of
THE HEART THROBS. With their self-described “iron-fist-in-
velvet-glove” musical stylings, The Heart Throbs are sometimes
likened to the current trend of aural ambrosia embodied in bands like
Lush, Ride and My Bloody Valentine. Despite the inevitable
comparisons, this Clapham, England-based band have a few
mellifluous notions of their own. "We're interested in more than just
vanishing into a sound," explains lead-singer Rose Carlotti. "We still
have a naive and stubborn attitude toward writing songs."

Drawing on diverse influences from Bacharach/David and The
Carpenters to Joy Division and Patti Smith, The 'Throbs write a
sophisticated, cerebral brand of pristine pop with a healthy dose of
anxiety for a sense of true realism. "If our so-called contemporary
peers are lemonade than we're vodka and lemonade," asserts
keyboardist Stephen Ward. "Lyrically," Rose continues, "commercial
music is usually very trite—celebrating the obvious rock and roll and
pop clichés. | delve more into the uncertain areas of my psyche and
the things going on around me.”

Sex, fear, desire and insecurity are among the inspirations
that helped shape their debut album, CLEOPATRA GRIP—released to
critical and commercial acclaim. It earned top honors among the
Albums of the Year in Melody Maker and Sounds, and reaching the top
of the U.S. College and Alternative charts. It also spawned
"“Dreamtime,” the accompanying single that earned the position of
Single of the Week in Melody Maker, ranked among the Singles of the
Year in NME, and gained notoriety and popularity in rotation on MTV's
120 Minutes. '

Success without setback, however, is rare indeed. Originally,
the band's fire was fueled in part by the clashes of family and
romance—founded by sisters, Rose (vocals) and Rachel (bass)
Carlotti, and their respective boyfriends Stephen Ward (keyboards)
and Mark Side (drums), with Alan Borgia (guitar) rounding out the
quintet. After the release of the TOTAL ABANDON EP (which
featured a rousing cover of Patti Smith's "Pumping (My Heart)"), the
friction caused by the intertwining relationships ultimately
resulted in the band "imploding Fleetwood Mac-style" and Rachel and
Mark left the group.



is their music so special? "Simple," declares Rose. "Because it
smells so good."

The Heart Throb Discography

Toy 7" & 12" 6/87 In Tape UK

Bang 12" 10/87 Rough Trade UK
Too Many Shadows 7" & 12" 2/88 Rough Trade UK
Here | Hide 12" 11788 Profumo UK

Blood From A Stone 7" & 12" 3/89 Profumo UK
| Wonder Why 12" 3/90 One Little Indian UK
Dreamtime 12" 6/90 Elektra

Cleopatra Grip LP  7/90 Elektra

Total Abandon EP 9/90 One Little Indian UK
Spongy Thing EP 3/92 One Little Indian UK
Jubilee Twist LP 6/92 A&M




