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BELL AND JAMES PROVIDE THE FUEL FOR ELTON'S CHART COMEBACK

Leroy Bell and Casey James wrote all three of the songs on
Elton John's recently released 12" EP, including the smash hit
"Mama Can't Buy Your Love." Elton's career, which has been notably
quiescent for the last few years, is, as a result, becoming hotter
than ever. The three songs which Bell and James wrote especially
for Elton, were among six that Elton recorded in the Fall of 1977
with Thom Bell, Leroy's uncle, producing.

Bell and James debut album, Bell and James, was released

last year by A8M and contained their smash hit single "Livin'.It
Up (Friday Night)." The pair had been established songwriters for
some time, having written for the likes of The Spinners and The
0'Jays. They sent a demo tape of new songs to A3M's publishing
division for consideration but when the label's A&M department
heard the self-produced tape on which Bell and James played all the
instruments and sang all the vocals, the company signed them as
recording artists. Their album was also recorded solely by Bell
and James.

Both played and sang on the Elton John sessions and are credited
with guitars and background vocals on the EP.

Bell and James' second album, tentatively titled Only Make Believe

is almost completed at this time. The Seawind horn section and ex-Doobie
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Brother Skunk Baxter were each invited to sweeten a few cuts.
The pair are now preparing for their first 1ive performances this

summer.



