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THE POLICE —

Ymm have certatn rights when dealing with The Police: You have the right 1o remain silent and listen
b the charge ol their music. You have the right 1o miain a donce partner. You have the right to one phona
call, should you wani to let anyone know that The Police bove arrived becouse they definitely have.

The Police are a trio of English/American hit-men—Stewart Copeland on drums, Andy Summers on
guitar, and Sting on bass and vocals—and as their debut album, Outlondos o’ Amour. dutifully illustrates.
they are a crack unit of rock'n’roll tocticians.

Thair eclectic bockgrounds. extending from Andy's days with Kevin Coyne and Eevin Ayors, Stowart's
stay with Curved Air on through Sting's surging acting caresr (in doag, he rapes Peul Coole in the Sex
Pistal's tilm and plays Ace, the Mod leader. in The Whe's Quadrophrenia movie). s all yesterday’'s news fo
the band.

“We haven't done anything important until The Police,” drummer Copeland insists. “Sure we were in
bands, but none of that ia mlevant to whot wa're doing mow”

“People caly tend to pre-judge you on what you've done before,” guitarist Summers adds in agreement.
“And thal coly makes i more difficalt to do something Deow”

Copeland organized The Police in January of 1977 with Henri Podovani on guilar and Sting. «
bassplayer he'd discoversd playing ina Newcasile jazz combo. He persuaded the handscme Sting to leave
his daytime teaching job and come to London. The tric's first single, "Fall Out”/“Nothing Achieved,” was
reloased on Copeland's independent labal, Nlogal Records,

The New Wave was sweeping England at the time and, although The Police see themseives as partof a
much broader and richer hard rock tradition., it parfectly sulted the band’s purpesss. *1 couldn’ balisve it
e ked Copeland. “Suddenly my favarite type of music had come into fashion—loud, heavy rock'n'roll”

Lates that year. The Police toured on their own, backed Cherry Yanilla on her legendary English trek,
apd supported Woyne County's Electric Chairs gcross E:lmp&ﬂupu]md-lndﬂiugﬂnﬁ.uuﬂ tix Froneoe for a
musical project called Strontium 30, in which they first plaped with guitarist Summers. Andy became a
membar of the force and the Police reunited with Pedovani in England, Bui as the band's stylistic base
evalved Padovani felt himsell leas integrated into the group than befose and ledt i

As a trio, they spent two months in Germany with synthesizer wizard Eberhard Schoener working with
a Laserium spectacular in Munich and playing club dates. They lound the collaborations with Schoener
oxhilarating and plan to work with him again: Schoener, in fact, is even trying to get Sting to sing an opera
ha's writlon.

1978 found The Pol ioe concentrating on honing their cwn brand of slashing rock 1o razor sharpness and
getting it on wox, (The ever-oclivwe Stowart En]:ru-lund though found time 1o drum for The Domned's Brion
James but denies any connection 1o Klark Kent as “"malicious gossip.”) The band released their debut ARM
English single, "Roxanne,” in April to eathusiastic, if controversial, response. The song is a plea lrom a
e b his bower 504 10 sall her body o the strests. It picked up heavy American airplay long belors the
release of Quilandos dAmour adier being included on the No Wowe compilation, On their own initative
and that of Paragon agent Alex Hodges. The Police and one roadie (lew to America, courtesy of Freddie
Lakers bargain bosement rates. The score of dotes they did on the East Cogst naised the pitch of
axcitemaent surmounding the band in Amaerica to a level unheard of for an act avallable cnly on kmpart.
“Hoxanne” became a top radic add -on and ASM rush eleased The Police’s U.S, debut to keep up with the
band's surging momentum.

Tha Police axhibit an astionishing range both musically and lyrically, They speciclize in blistering
rock but mearry it 1o idyllic reggae rhythms. The songs express a certaln sockal outrage but through the
madium of sardonic humer, as in their judgments on the price ol lame in “Peanuts.” “Sally” is about an
outragecus affair with a ubber doll, while “Bomn in the 5" is a savage memaeire of growing up in that gray
decade, All in all, with Quifondos & Amour, The Police show themaelves to be top mck contenders, You
coiald say they're armesting. Turn yoursell ki Discrderly conduct will be tolenated.



