June 17, 1967

Quincy Jones

Columbia Pictures Corp.
1438 North Gower Street
Hollywood 28, California

Dear Quincy,

Thanks for sending over the "In The Heat Of The Night" work tape. |1
really like Ray Charles' vocal on the theme. Is that Glen Campbell on
banjo? Sounds like him. My prediction...Academy Award for sure! By
the way, bumped into Ollie Nelson the other day and your name came up.
Did you know he moved out here from New York? He's working with Nancy
Wilson over at Capitol right now, 1 always loved that jazzy/blues
piano thing he did on the "Pawnbroker" score. I have his number if you
want it.

You're probably wondering what this package is all about. It's a
new single we're releasing by a voung composer named Randy Newman. He
did a novelty 45 for Dot a few years back that sank like a stone. But,
we're interested in him for possible film score work and have made him
an offer. He certainly has the bona fides. His uncles are Alfred and
Lionel Newman (I don't suppose you've ever heard of them...ha ha).
He's written a few pop songs too. Pretty good ones, actually. Tommy
LiPuma is running around bugging anyone who will listen to get them to
record some of Newman's tunes. He talked Liza Minnelli and Claudine
Longet into recording one each. He's going after Nick DeCaro next!

Anyway, | was hoping you might have a minute to give this a listen
and let me know what vou think. Tommy brought this to us, too, and it
seems to be an exercise in film scoring. Randy wrote the whole darn
thing and I ‘'m including a copy of his hand written text. I thought,
also, that you might find his solo demo interesting...creative process
and all that. Pretty sure vou'll agree that he doesn't have much of a
future as a singer. We approached Gregory Peck to do the narration and
he seemed interested, but then backed out at the last minute. We ended
up using Ricardo Montalban for his latin accent. We had Peter Whorf
whip up the enclosed scroll of the words but we're not sure what to do
with it. Whorf did the Whipped Cream cover for us i(and he used the same
border design over again here...hmmm?).

So, what do you think? Should we sign this guy or not?

Sincerely,

Herb M

PS Give my best to Ulla and let's get
together for lunch sometime soon.

1416 North La Brea Avenue Hollywood 28, California
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IN THE MOUNTAINS OF CHILE
THERE IS A SMALL QUIET VILLAGE
CALLED SAN MARCOS,
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AND BENITO HEARD LA CLARA AND LA SONORA -
THE TWO GREAT BELLS OF SAN MARCOS,
HE HEARD THEIR STRONG VOICES —-
AS THEY ROARED OFF THE MOUNTAINS AND ’.‘ i
ROLLED DOWN THE VALLEYS _ :
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