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Wir_h album production by Walter Backer and a atyle “ﬁ:’
thet's & good deal less jazzinformed and more direct than IM"I

Hockar's old band, Steely Dan, China Crisis 1= tdugh o calego 'k, -
rize, Their Afth album, Diary OF A Hollow Horse, marks both 3T
their tenth anniversary as an entty and a return to action some

twa years alter their 19878 What Price Faradise : A R’T
The hand was formed in Liverpaal in 79 by Gary Daly and

Eddie Lundan (guitar, vocals), twe fiends [rom nearby Hirkby,

England whe came Logelher with a mutual love of Bowie, Stevie :

Wonder. and Brian Enc.

After leaving school to cencentrate on music, Daly and 5T 0o 0 R AP N Y
Lundon kept body and saul tagether by enduring a number of
menial jabs: motor mainlenance apprentice, beer pump assembier, rocl tiler, hair dresser, lhE_'r'
cantinued ta record Lapes in their bedrooms before finally guitting their day jobs entirely and guing
ori the dole. “We knew the songe would eome together if we stuck it out,” said Lamdon.

The duo's firet recording was a !I:I.lll':,’]t' called *African and Whate " originally relensed (in
November, 1880) on the Inavitable label and later reissued by Viegin Recorde. under wheee guidance
it cracked the British Top 50. '

The first China Crisis albunt came in 1952, and carried ameuthfil of e title: “*fﬁfuu SJ‘HHEJ
anef Passive Rhyikms (Same People Think It's Fun to Entertain). The album yielded a hit single,
“Christian,” and led to their second major tpur. More hits followed, including *Working With Fire
and Stesl,” produced by Mike Hewlest Gloan Acmatrading, Flock af Seagulls). That single ahm_._ o
miarked the debuts of China Crisis bassist Gary “Cazze” Jobnson and drummer Keith ‘u'rl!kimn
Kevhoardist Brian McNeil joined in "85, ~ 5k

China Crisis’ first American pibum, slso tithed | orking Witk Fire and Steel, was released hore
by Warner Bros, Kecards in early "84, Thatgame vear, the band spent six menths touring America,
E.'L.rnpcr,.md Britain, opening for Simple Minds. And when iLeame time for their thard album, Hamﬂ_ -
The Inperfection (Warner Bros,, 1985), China Crisis found-themselves with & stesling. MmEntrt in

Waller Becker,
The hand's fallew-up (and frst A&M release), What Price Porudise, saw them working with

producere Clive Langer and Alen Winstanley, whoese credits included Modnese, Dexy's Midnight

Runners, and the Jagger.Bowie “Dencing in the Strects” single. The result was lyrically diroct Gary
Daly songs like “Arizons Sky"and the playing of a real hond, i full-Aedged, five piece group unilraid
Lf Frowing up with their sudience,

Diare OF A Hotlow Horse linds China Crisis re anited with Backer; Mike Thorne alen produced

shrss of the new alburm's nine tunes. Prom the bepinning, Becker-China Losis hiss been an upuscul
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match, “We told hum, ‘Lack, we're not aceomplished musiciang - we're not the kind of peaple you're
used to working with.™ said Daly. "l mean, there's two extromes: thare's Stoely Dan, with 1001
chards, and there's us, with three chords, But Walter has always been apen to that. T think we all
realize that sometimes the easiest way is alko the host way,

And sometimes the mont plainly emotional way is best, too, Hoflow Horse, recarded in such
digpnrute locations as Hawaii (“There was no time for sunbathing,” says Eddie Lundan), New York,
and Liverpool, and featuring gues! performances by Americane like saxophonist Jim Horn and
guitarist Tien Westan, was diroclly influenced by the recent birth of Daly's daughter, Molly, That
influence may not be obvious, Gary savs but it's there.

Bo is Daly's attitude toward yric-wriling, which he describos as *some kind of inverse of the
rap approach, where everything is focused on the words, 1 like what Paul MeCartney said onee: the
firat four lines are the sang, and the rest is just so much explanation. We're from a very old school *

China Crisig is also from the school that puts & premiwm on music, s opposed to faskion,
vidros, and such. As one reviewer said, "this band has no sbvious gimmicks, they just make great
music.” Mugie like Diary OF A Hollow Harse.



