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IT doesn't happen often. That I can
leap up from my turntable shouting :
“ Eureka, thia boy has got it."

But I'm golng to shout eureka, Joe
has got It. Orig nt. He can sing, |
write songs. We songs, with sarrat
tng edges and soaring melodies,

Jackson
and

& Jacrkson 13 &
F
m QUER-  sorer thar
i nt beCAuSe beén be
that's how he got to play music u

classlcal which he had
WD 0L
yal Ac

VAL

SEmMY WA A

Here’s

Ba much 8o that having tasrht e
himself to play the plano he wan = mventually T got fed up with ¥
& rahip to the Roval peing beoke and 1 wont Lo werk E“B'l-\'t_'tf'l the money he saved from
Acade i Musle b il.b,n,.., Club |n Ports- el k£ and  musically

! ng

At R T ’ e
k musle proved & stronger moulth, play plans for cabaret {.u?:-:":n‘ A h_r._*mﬁ‘“‘lf:‘m"_t:

encugh W make his own
album

[ ]
ki * It cont e £500 and T did
the wr A well I was WI
even gaing to distribate i
= = mysall U necessa-y.™

Dut It wasn%t necessary.
Mo jor record companies
Lok one listen ta Joe's

s —to e reminiscent of
he beat Lenpon-MoCartoey
construotlon — and  staried
the bidding

Cracked

frst album G5 just
A & M T}

0 COMPBANY (1T

: e

Gireat Wh

in the Orat place wails of © " hie sald o baen el vely
“ At school | was not good at AlTendy he was playing in groups soogs he pelleved in
ghmes because of Lhe asthmae, and S0 maklng records, but po money, “ But thers wag no way T wes
it made me Lhe odd one out I Eolng Lo Rround record
turned W music then,” Joe lokd me companies wikh demo tapes like
Grﬂ“d P']“ aYETY  other struggling song-

A year sgo I was extol
the virtues of Lao Dwury
have continued to do W
& Mo 1 rec

of the
WRYVE have
tang bBut huge

{3

market - .
. . and his 1&-month-old =
A & M back in the charta Ahss B
aokson wil dolng 80 bad now, i he 7

Fabruary lat 1979

SINGLE OF THE o o oiamhan s
WEEK abouwl lime someone staried

stealing Mro he Prince OF

JOE JATKSOMN: '1s She Really Thieves), the wolce owes mare
Godng Owi With Him?" (A&M): Lo Steve Miller circa *The

Mo challengers for this semigem Joker'. Like EI's ‘Detectives’
in the dreariest bunch of and 'Chelsea’, this is posi-dub
quaranie cings | "ve cver had the reserve &l 1§ clean-limbed best.
displeasure of. With its ex- Thus the opening and verse's
XTC-striped shecve, siolen title piano. drums/ guitar bass

and all, | certainly had no high guickly slim down 1o next 1o
hopes For this one at first nowl clisiered aboul a killer
glance. Harumph and that; the bass-line. A near Mlip-side does
more | play it, the more il mare than suggesl this i no

gnaws al me vitals, Great first lucky one-off and me for ome’s
line: “Presiy women owl walking looking forward (0 heanng
with poriflas dowm my sireer’; more from (his weedy
delicious trick Minsh; crysialline voungster, Consadering the 1
production; killer arrangement weighty major behind him, Ul
How many pluties does 3 be monstrously surprised if |
normal record need? JJ's vocals dan'l see Joe on iclly soon, in
and rhe overall sound sugges! the charts soon alter. And i
Elvit Cosello at first, but in won'l hurl a bar

Joe Jackson : wonderful

aoundsa
October 28th, 1978
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I UTITgotton HEN THE Playboy wheen it was finkthed | decided  them they weve in baninen £ joped ity [het o o8
Wiﬂ[ where 1 Mint — spparently the I resigha a8 well tike it “round Henee his curnenl band, ihe mmgle, you dom’| newd
h sod i bocale, af Portsmouth, is 10 see whsl kind of resction | comprising Graham Mayby By A P L e
thought, sod it, the smalbest in the entine  got, Whatever happened | {bass}, Duwe Houghion on Troen heve bt The amsar e
cause [ was skint.  chain, Jackson was called on wid derermined that an drumds and lesd geitarid Gary thal & prefimisary e of
So 1 thought aboul 10 be thet cemiral part of & album would come out, even Sanford the compheied lomg player
gelting some money back-up trio for whalever sa il 1 had 1o get @ pressed and Together with Fully delrwery Jacksons el

was playing the veniue sl the distributed myscll," Kershenbaum, (hey ppent a promise s oo of The EceT

toget her. (‘mmx around Ja..lmr- & poftlolic of twelve

L'O'.IN-: ol weekd i i-dn'-

doing gigs with

e, fue Il get you fdiy
there's a bumdred who
haven't, banging their
wooden spoons and bowls on
the door of ihed paricuwler
meetephor, (ums-a-nomble
like nn ELP hythen irack
Joe Mackson, 1op half in
pan-striped blue like fily per
et of a bank ieller,
windowpane check sl' irt, roll

SIREE AL 1he timme, dealh
bdown by inis-hamdllin
Abree very Ml 455 00 th
MAM label [by no means a
pasaport 10 1he chasris) 1o
their credit. Them, and a
wisple lodd of crushed hopes.
A kid prodigy of soris, the
young Jackion had topped a
“distinguished’ school nyusic

playing onginal materisl, 30

wee might a1 lexst do sogne

%n.;: We played all 1his Top
wenty wull

“ard alfter a lew weeks we
sorta Uhought, well, what can
we do? So we sill played the
makerinl bat we'd food
around & bol. 1 ueed 10 come
on in & kilt and play
sccordion, play \'.:fulvu_n Figs
il AN St h

rimie, tumning out cockindl

0
"] wag pettung really
frasirsted amd thinking, what
shall | do mexi? 1 felt | realiy
had 1o pet a bard fogeiher.
And then they approached
me and sd, haw'd“you Bke
1o be our mutical director?
Hundred pounds a week? |
sabd, e, well L Jackson
lughs.

Togeiber with the lime
spent at the Playbay, ol this
1 QAL ar

wihis &F¢ you, 8odl ol thing
Acnidl whislve vou gol fo
offer

**50 | started 1o do a kot of
writimg and, o7, thinking
aboul it generadly. 1 sared
doing vome demnos, which
started owt pretty rough and
gradualily got beter, And
vowards the end of the
Playboy thing | goq & band
together and did a couple of
Elga o 1 hes o, That

small F'ulm:m:-ulh studio.
" Knowing the business like
I did by this time, 1 wain't
prepared 10 g0 back 16 square
one. | didn't want 1o have 1o
o knocking on record
company doocs and saying
listen 10 this 1ape please. Sa |
dcaded 1o do the album. |
dunno, | suppose it was big-
hended. But it worked
b 1 »

ngly ubllqur 'L'tK.-PrlII]
bud Martyn's mansgemenil,

alibvough Tull of praise for the
Joe Jackson Band, pulled out
At alrsosl the las mimuse. Bif

Kershenbaum was aver from
the Stmes, heard Jackion's
demoas mnd was keen 10
collaborate. Winh ibe deal
wewn up, Jackson god in
touch with the guys whao'd
played on ibe demo snd 1old

excitimg tabests Lo harer
-

1 you®ve heard and

New Albums

& Job Jackion 'Look Sharp”
ABM],

nElant comparisong to Eblvig
Costelio are proved cwer-hasty in
the Hght of Jackson s frst albam
Whila Costello has looked on

in envy, susplcious of human
nature, in Jackson therg lurks

a choarful optimism, viz "Hapoy
Loving Couples’ and "Fools In
Love”, and & writing maturity that
can make & wry approach 1o
women's liberation without off
ending. Endsarment & Jackson's
forte, however much be tries o
hida bahind a "Spiv Aock” g

A sheiwed absorblion of rock &
roll influences from sarly &b to
Steve Miller, Stealy Dan, and an
nccashonal jarr sophistication he
tries hard 1o disguise. give him
& clear identity, Wisely ASM
have loft hiz production wnchst
terad, he and the band working
asa '--:ghl: unit, muoch of the
matetlal resting on Graham
Maby's bending basa lines. The
result means that obvious cams
and control are meathy subsmenged
in & fealing ol spontaneity. As

I3 She Really Going Out With
Him?" hintod, Joa Jachson sees
a lot of the world throwgh glass
ohasrvalions Inom windows,
rooms, on TV screans. Sharp and
singular, his attitude |3 persond
fied by the iitle wacks: be in-
dividual, giride cut but ook
over your shoulder all the timas.
Only a twisted neck can stop tha
c_lt-vu: litthe blightes row, |Pynay
Valaniine )

Tims Out
Pebruary 9th, 1979



JOE JACKSON
Look Sharp! [AS

Jog JBckEOm |
'y lmst tough &R TE
gy mess argurel M)
tiem when Thie STERTCRT
rhad-bt i

pOWBTS
Baineis ank gedl apatd
edging Then puining
smdd aboul Lhe Tami

Joe drcksan models & mare madern prinf but CEM st prafars the musie,

Tho resutiing scurd is 1he sorgs that count, and the
s 1hd Jos | Tercaful and dacisive without beaned d-:-'d-'mltl & necessary 1o
A 50 be rEstng | MESerting fo steamrodlar net Jackson's Bongs ovar,

rather than irample an tha

[ material to gak instrumeantal

13t aide 1 B manner heroica acrads.

runately summed ug all [espibe 1aking Fashionable
urately by ins Hisle. He whatis al supermiarbets [{Do

Thal ins1an1 Mash”™) and the

e B @ hidsous axbassas of Fles

ght 3 by pul ol Straed (" Sunday Papers™],
1he staps. The outcoma ia that Jackson’s main thema is
L-LI-R-¥-E, sither lost or
wiirEh 81l — Solgpht bul never
nitained. His bitterness is
aimad a1 the girls who reject
hirm {gither right aff the bat
drspite his coal threads ar
later on after he's put an
emphanal investmant Into the
relationship) and at the
“Happy Loving Couples' and
“Fools In Love" who
innoeanthy and infur atingl
flaunt ikeir biiss at p-:-urni?}:u by
Pl -

In "la She Really Going Dy
With Him 7" he can't believe
that hia ex and all those
fantastic girls he sees from his
'WINCFe are going oul with
auys wha seam like complate
and uner bazes, In “Pratty
Girls" he goes for 8 walk in the:
Jowm centre and gets driven
crary by all thegs amazing
women who daon’ seam to
fancy him a lot. In “Happy

Tasty tothe last drop




JOE JACKSON
BAND .
‘Look Sharp!’
(A&M AMLH
MTH o o i

IN THE couple of weeks since he
had his face on the cover of in=
periodical, more than a fo

peaple have asked me, "So whe .
this Joe Jackson geezcr?' o
variaions on  same  questivn
(‘Dick Jockstrap, who's he?’
"Wossalldissabaht Jack Jerkofr

den, John?' efc...... )
Happily there's been just s
many v¥oices eager o

communicate their enthusiasm
for J.1. and his band live and/or
their stunning debut '45 'l She
Really Going Out With Him?' of
a few Fridays ago.

Mow, as January fades inio the
big 'F' and the Jackson gung
extend Lheir in-person operations
nation-wide o tie in with the
release of this debut long-player
come Friday week, there’s really
no excuse for ignorance,

Those fortunates who've
experienced the combo  live
should be all too aware of the
slickless polish with which a
Jackson sen casts its met, gently
persuading  them  feets  and
pelvises, leaving you diching for
another shot of Portsmouth
Potion. Conscious too, of the
fact that Jackson's ease with a
velvet whip is matched by the
quality of his carrots: | Mean,
the bugger's got a bunch of
cracker tunes to flog, and Uicre's
no passengers in his band niver,
Ivor.

Got an itch 1o dig & dilch ina
fiver? Clairvoyancy's nol ane of
my fortes bul somelimes | can
see for months and, peeping in a
December direction finds L ook
Sharp!” ﬂs:ilﬁ ensconced i oat
least my next honours list.

This paragraph is for aff vou
lazybusy persons who don 't read
amyihing through to the end: Find
@ copy of this record, insist on
hearing “Sunday Papers', "Iy She
Really Going Out With Him?',
‘Baby Stick Around' and ‘Fooly
In Love', at least. You cun
bugger off mow and skim
something else, assholes),

That's god rid of the rubbis:
— little do they know that it's
virtually impossible 10 “skim’
‘Look Sharp!®, & regular mousc-
trap of a record which, entered an
any poinl, won't let go uniil it's
said Its piece, ha ha.

But there's really no redson on
earth not 1o start &t the stari:
‘One More Time' opuis wilh
some most pukka  puitar

chukkas from Oary Sanford,
briskly boosied by Dave
Houghton's drums  and the
super-flexible bass of Graham
Mayby. In steps Jackson with a
typically wary observation on
affairs of the heart, whoie kit/
caboodle sweeping inlo a chorus
of no little smartness, The
subsequent “Sunday Papers® is an
already much-acknowledgod
Jackson Gemn, all clucking *Can |
Get A Witness' guitar rhythms,
cock-strut  bass _and dead-on
woids: "I yow wanma krow
whowu! the gay politician...... How
fo drive your car...... The new sex
Ppositions. ., .. You can read if in
the Sunday Papers'. Breezily
wheezy harp interlude from Joe
in there too, all beautifully
wound up in a lift-off coda,

*Is She Really Going Out With
Him?": I don"t know how many
times I've heard this one and it
still gives me an incredible buzz
every fime. One of rhe songs of
1978, just as much one of rhe
songs of the current annum.
About once a year there's a
record 1 get 50 hot for, 1 keep
giving copies away. This
happened with Richman's *Road
Runner', for example, I'm on my
sixth copy of the J. 1. single at
the moment, What more can |
tell you? That much-devalued
word just has (o come out of the
cupboard again: a classic,

I'm sure young Bushell's
reservations re “Happy Loving
Couples” last week stemmed at
lcast partly from self-defence
him being, 30 fas as [ can tell,
part of one of those blissful
unions described by the song's
title, In poimt of fact, *HLC'
isn't 50 much a cheap shot at an
the “olives "in this Martini —
‘Couples' is another beautifully
crafted/played number, Mayby's
perverted “La Bamba' bass-line

orthy af special
wommendation. The song ends
With a cart  "Airight, rthat's
encugh . . " from Joe and the
band thunder immediately into
the poundi rlg ‘Throw It Away’, a
dense, breathlessly echoed rocker
10 close the side, complete with
(sic!) throwaway MeCartney-
does-Little-Rizhard  (remember
‘I'm Down®, "She’s A Woman',
easy  targel a3 yei  another
vaample of  Jackson's  wary
altitude to the thin ice on which
L!1c bulk of ‘romance’ is built:
“Happy loving couples make i
look so easy..... always lalk o
kind/ Tl the time that [ can do
my dancing with a
partmer/Those happy couples
ain't no friends af mine'". Not so
much cynical as sensible is how |
read that. Bul who listens 1o the

words much anyway, they're just
‘Long Tall Sally'?) impression.
The [ip's stutlering “Baby
Stick  Around’ i3  another
personal  fave, all bouncing
verses and so-subtle touch of
Merseybeat  harmonics for a
middle-cight. Meat wordings
once maore, Jackson in the disco
twilight with “somebody felling
e the latest scandals/somebody
Hlepping on my plastic sardals™.
I'm jealous, already, definite
case of shit-[-wish-1"d-written-
that. More evidence of Jackson
and co.'s talemt for mifty
understatement on the title cut:
breezy chorus, skeletal piano and
drum altercation and a couple of
winning pin-pricks of humour.
'Focls In Love" is the Joe
Jackson Band's other no
contender  ace-in-the-hole, a
loping mastersiroke with strong
reggae debis in its chirping guitar
and sensual bass paris, with
ultrabrite wound-licking lyrics. It
takes guis [0 pul out something
this restrained, quite as melodic
when mouth-froth's still pretiy
much the order af the day but
this gamble pPays off
everywichway: get next to L.
‘Instant Mash® is a nifty chunk
of pure pop: Mr. Lowe would,
I'm poz, be proud to have
nned the lyrical twists that cut
rom supermarket (o disco-Moor
to cinema: pun city. ‘Prety
Girls” is another stumpty rocker;
more inspired stuttenings and a

~chorus packed with Dangs, Doo-

Do's and Wops (no relation).
TLove the words 100: “God if
You're up there/Listen to my
prayersin the future man should
have a different  design/Give
him @ Switch so he can turm his
lidide off/Give him a
tranguiliser built into his mind, **
Sexism makes monkeys of us all:
a song for anyone who's plagued
by the hots every time a lovely
woman walks past (that's me,
too).

‘Look Sharp!” bows out with
‘Got The Time': 200mph rock
'n' roll armed with ska guitar,
wondrously bubbly bass, knock-
steady percussion and rousing
woice. First time | heard if a low
whistle escaped my lips, now |
just clap my hands and say veah._

This is no hype, 1'd gladly
have written about this dazzler
for free. Joe Jackson's here to
stay, | say. And this really is one
of the strongest debut albums in
quite some time.,

Let it inflame you.

GIOVANNI DADOMO

Sounds
Jenuary 27th, 1979



TAILOR-MADE FOR THE
10P—THAT'S Mr JACKSON

i |
I'M NOT 2 heavy betting man. Dollar
b, But if | had 2

my streke ke it in music this year, I'd shove my lot on joe
te make J
of whe's goInE
chyon. S rgt hi three-piece band backing
oo buylag 4 PHaZ2 .'f;d.;l:"tlf;_. him up and they are about
i ot Bold i vd' : 'Jil:sl:h'l-- to get out oa the r for
e vi jusl 20 a ine fop :|I.| mu Iqi-.-ﬂ-)'ﬂﬂ' a kit ol expeérience B8
F He 1@ ';t " he » Royal support (o the AT S,
; cawrs. .8 J Music and Having heard the latters
eard v Academy O ey basd T bard, they are about to
o A S L T be blawn off the stage.
|"-‘- i . whed .|. '-'.I'u-' callzd 5'1}" I':'cl e MHV Fiﬂ
d ngs ¢ He i et musical objective is o
shen it Surprise pcopl..- -+ 1w be
| she Reall Mo rlin e unpredu‘iahlta"
( Heol M b nd That's a fsir summary of his
.‘I 3 fed F &1y rd 1 i Hl..l-l,-u" Tk
I bea % 1 Evening Times
Violin caba : Glasgow
r March lat, 1979
. ingle and fa then left th wid
> A = - i first
1 hes im bz e fad
: 3n BeTEE | on the dotted
(4 i R i
k muske .
go in the Surprise
- < iy 4 result was “Look
L . He now has a

jew bob to spare 2

cach way on a Saturday is about

nd the field was made up

Hey, Joe —
razor sharp

Joe Jackson "Look

Sharp!" (A & M)

JOE'S about aa esger to
ignore a5 8 poler bear in »
dimner jacket at & disco
end the debut album s
jost ns difficult to gt
away from

It's pure dysamite on &
short fuse. The kiod of
album you burry homs Lo
put oo jus to bear THAT
breck aguin and then
you find ancther favourite
obg

Sure, somebody aaid
be's  jurl  like Elvis
Contello and he ia vocully.
But there's enough dil-
lerence in siyle and con-
besl Lo make Joe just as
grest

The rock |s refesshi
vibrant, irrepressible. 1y
B mix ol siromg siztles-
LYpe pop melodien. seven

s “maw wave
thythms and "“.:ﬂl'-lllr Reall

The Ayrshire Post
March 2nd 1979

* JOE JACKSON

Tracks 10 recommend
are multifericus. His great
single of last year "'l She

ly Going Out With
Him™ — and just listen to

“'.‘Innh 1:ISl-izh. An:in.ll".'
lly skelps slong &
:l- % :h:;- “Sunday
Papers'" is another winner
which opens with &
riff from the Stones ""Can 1
Got A Witneas."
I'!'Fo-nls in Love' really

highli similarities
wli'th C“-— it sounds just
like “"Watching The Detec

tive musically and vocal:
]

h

The strutting lﬂs' on:
ly'" feel of -~ Protty Girls"
is tremendous it is im-
teresting that he breaks in-
to a snatch from "!ll old
;_l]lil‘ud H:ll:i nﬂm

amingo’ ' duringit.

That's the nﬁ- of the
album — you can dance Lo
everything and you cannot X
avoid singing aleng with |

the -

It's El-rl- Costello sun-
oy side vp . . .
forcaful lns fun. A must.




LOOK BHARF Jeoe

Jacksoem ([A&M).
Jarkson Is lrresistable |
Like early Coatells, he
sounds like Do oDe else,
but you mecognise Bleve
Miller and Steely Dan.
He has the touch of the
early Who and Qyrics
which (ouch on IDaETy

soclal comment and
obeervation !

ROBIN KATZ.
Daily :

= ey e
Ln I

LOOKS SHARP,
SOUNDS SHARP

RIGHT then, by now — if you read the

ing nods of recognition.

stricting but does make a

pood slarting point. 1l
sounds a lot like - Elvis
Cosiello in music and
vocals, The siruciure’s
similar—new pop, a blend
of aggressive rhvihms.

ipine-tingling

elodies and
sharp lyrics,

afle

On Fools

In Lowve Expecia Iy,
the beautilul loping reggae

sirides are ever 80 remini-
scent of Watching the
Detectives, 1t's EOL the same
feel 10 it. Restrained with
more o it than first meets
the ear.

But []'s not just an EC sound-
alike, although the Costella
name will undoubtedly keep
cropping up as you frst
listen. But walt for the
lunes (o grow on you and
{or the words to get through
and vou'll see that ]] ism't
50 fired up as EC (except

® Buy me or you'll stop one!

music press and listen to the better DJs
=— you must have heard about this
character Joe Jackson.

So hopefully we've got beyond the puzzled glances and
“*Joe Who?" inguiries and can move on to the know-

This bloke (ihat's him on the lefi) bas come from the southern
wastes of Portsmouth to be adopted by the

tional music
scribblers as their Great White Hope 979 model)
Whether he'll still be there come the 8 the pasging
months will tell, but my guess is ves. -

I kmow you'll have heard culogies like jMis before, but Joe
Jackson does deserve at least 40 minutes of your time
and who knows, you may be glad you bothered.

Firstly, a convenient com-
parison; which may be re-

| JOE JACKSON |

| —LOOK SHARP
(A&EM)

maybe about the Sendav
Papers rather standard
jibes about the gutter press,
though set to a2 marvellously
strutting tune).

—
1 L]

Mostly, he sings about love-=
repecied love in the wonder-
fully held back Is She
Really Going Out With
Him, cyaical love with ihe
swaying sound of Happy
Loving Couples, in love on
Fools . . . and in lust on
Pretty Girls, with its shades
of the Manfreds’ Doo Wah
Diddy.

The title, Look Sharp, sums
it up—no wasted space, no
padding, it"s clean and crisp
and thoroughly ircesistible.

RF.

Midwgek Advertizer Times

February 20th, 1979
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CRISP. IN A
HUGE IN AMERICA

SORT OF WAY.

JOE JACKSON, ex Portsmouth, newly fitted
out with the trappings of stardom and
sounding like he deserves it, explains how

things started cooking.
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VI m net gt Mirst mibourm, i all
RN b e § Ayt By
Uica b domaped doruhisd sedd o whon
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Music: Rock SPIV-ROCK

ROLLS O.K.

Previews
Joe Jackson LOOK SHARP—JOE JACKSOM. (A & MI.
Mm r Pol FROM 1he moment the openlng track. Owme More
Feb 24 t. y JI:-am Il.:lnd-tr the ::Lnll:':‘:rulhlr |I:"l' my Saiin MLITG ‘:ﬂ"?.‘
; couldn’t stop snapping my Bagers. tapping my feet
ﬂﬁfﬂ “;"r;m positlve delng all sorts of antics (0o embarrassing 1o mention
oy th his det: ;rh Yes, this is onc hell ol a
crits. VVith his debut debur album,
album LD‘*HI""F *"‘""‘"' Although comparisons are  bass linc leading the socgs
"‘h""wm"“m cdious (H's mever stopped  through a beautilully dﬁ!
greatly eucits an vou belfore- Ed) Joc Jackson  produgtion, and imte . . .
singer /pianist whos only reminds me of & crows be-  Throw It Away, 3 mercikess
recantly graduated from semi- iweest Elvis Costelio and  rock’nroller wiih 3 touch ol
ﬂ?‘l'w Mwm Ni:kh]_m{.:n. ITl fuct. in pla-  50' styls echo on the vocals
n fact he's r ¥ - ces the Cosielln coamection
| affectid by the luas, snd is well is wvery marked. Fools In O 0
| Everyone is raving sbout Joe Jecksor caniel _?.'ﬂ’d“:“!“l.b::"uw o of Watahing The Datees - O
and h'r" '-P"’.‘t "1‘| §IITIS - Bon I{'pr' e because | think we tives, and '"“m'“x'f lEa,;-‘t —
mest of which Joe wrole himsel iwir on stage’ ", Cerain- sounds remarkably like -
With the holp of Altien music, who |.., thh.lmulnﬂhnqmqn ttlle’s Waning For The End I id;l:t care Al :Ihﬂ
gave Jaoe a publishing contract, and by, Jackson's V0 WO 185 . OF The World. H‘ﬂf M‘k "“:
American producar, David Kershen- Recorded in & S b “mh."m. m"“ —
baum, he signed Up with ABM fmshion, '*'"!'h’;'_r:"p'““"""" i And at least be that
fHar e o 4w ] £ wnlation - bass - 3 ¥ an
| “After years of suupgling. | 5—’-’“}'" ¥ mplmikml "' Loak B {ﬁ"lhl the tlﬂltlmlh'
found  pryBe WL IO ICES RIS Sharp jmmediately sopasts se man is big. aod be can only
panigs inlaresiod in my work: Apeit an sccessible sel of melodic But the big differeace is  pet bigger.
from A&M. CBS also approached me rock tunes. : that the spivish lookimg Mr
at the same tma! | decsded en the Jackson promises that his Jackson docsn’t have 3 ten-

smaller company, and went into the future material will be "' maore ton chip on his shoukder

u ekt Ay T 1 Lizarre”’, but those of us that about  being  rejecied by
fiff;j;,t';d L Mt .::‘::, ke rock " ol but find the women. And be docsa't want Times

prmehotpotiad g At S - MBCHo SIance makes Us cringe, 1 gvery
pleased with the rasuil” Joa's first should find much ol inerest cuhrlu::m all he wanis s February 1979
single, 'Is She Really Going Out here, Cuite apart from all that, to Nind the vight one.

Turning 1o the mule we
Bnﬁ“u mumbbe. lightwelght

With Him?' took critecs by sigem ) MJI:MFIQFHRWHI'H
SALLY YOUND 0. lan Wood

Manchester Reviaw

Pebruary 23rd =
m Bthj 1919

Look Now
February 16th, 1979
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Tirnory Cooper predicts

1st,1978

YOU'RE GOING
7O HEAR MO
OF JOE JACKSOI

JOE JACKAOM
LODK BHARF" (AAM)
E JACKSDN I 4 Dan |
predict  you wikl all be

slyles
thle soiznd &
! iRy, Svuliog
overlaid with per

L WY &
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wiekly mheety
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i Lhe s

s She ||l""|-|:f r"--:-c:. Ot

w II; tl.-]|||. he ETerTiigly
Temarky T
Lk Bretly
Vo walkin'  wien
.I..:' % dewn my stresy
L

sed &t how all ik

Eiriy Inclatding
lagl s i

E“ o BT Estorting 1|I-".

gl tuyl Well, thats
Llile Joe!

Por whedr exuberance
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than the epcilng cut, “One
Mare Time™ with Ha [ TY..
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I'M NOT ANOTHER
ELVIS: SAYS! JOE

WHEN Joe Jackson was
4 teenager he preferred
Beethoven to The
Beatles. Now i}o;ﬂ tf:.i

native o rta-
Elli.ﬂ:'?t {5 being hailed
as the man most lkely
to succeéed on the rock
seéne in 9.

when Jackson Pplayed
ndon’ 1-.511uer-.tha_l
‘-{1'|'|JE¢ Club last wetk

tha place was so full that

you eouldn't havé SWUNRE
a stick Insect, never mind
a cnt

On ge the plx-fool-plus

Jack s Lough regpae-
Nave ythm nnd bloes
wilh 1w potency of Iive
sia pori. His songs Ars
wil red atatemenis that

iy comblne Faumsh

Already Jackson is being
J ared with some of TOCK'S
portant new guard.
ve Jikened his on

galt — he wears hia
Icc i sharp as & fresh

o Dr. Fetl-
leaux, Graham
nast of oll, Eivis

Feeling

p being compared
wiello,” complains
And Des nob without
justification, Tor despite &
slight vocal Similarity with
Castella, Jackion has about
i muach in common with the
Whilton wonder as he dota
with Helen Shapino. k
Me says: "I'm not at all o5,
Nuenced %7 “Eivis Costelio
Wha! - m dolng i3 mofe new
= _ve than It & anyshing slse,
but I'm not writing exer-
cises In & siyle, I jusl wrils
songs. I'm not part of any
movement or any sound.

No one's COompared me
with ITan Drury and I think
I've gob & lot in common with
hin. T just pet the same gort
of feeling ot of yesing Bim

on sage s what 1 Teel
tmph- must gel off us, His
and are gimilar to the guys

JOE JACHBON: ‘Look
Hh&‘;p‘.' (A & M AMIH
B4T48)

LET'S START where we
left off. The mighty Joe —
if you still haven't heard
of the man then back
under your boulder forth-
with — has garnered
some of the most ecstatic

T've gol -
vEFy WErs ;

Although Jackson became &
firm fan of new wave alier
wilnesiing The Olash. his
own musical background 1is
very different from most of

very tough but

the artisles who've dominated
the British rock scens this
past 18 months.

With three years ot musio
college to his credil, he'r
more than an secomplished

planist, nf  anyone who's
scuainted with his
album, his first, Look Bharp
will be aware of, When ha
isn't on siage fronting his
crisp combe he'n Meshing out
the sound with somé wery
tnsleful plano plu'.mg
Joe'y classion]
Towever Il.r'd In
g sonatas  to
in &vening dress,
ke opled for & stint
dolng eabarct work before
conernirating cn rock.
New FPacea
ed and Cream

et s was

h't. I['I'I'lrl..: I:-1|.|:‘.I'n!|wa.!.'
s.u- s briter than working
In & factory.

“If you cnn play and
you're able 1.l rend musle,
then Fou're dlkds 1o WAk In
cabarel, So I thought ) |
not. T needed Lo do It &0 I
ooild grl some money Lo
financs |-':!|' ewn musle I

wanbed o do it properly =

End mol make compromises
Cabaret may sound like pur-
gatary, 'ﬁ‘\-ll. 1% can bs quits
good fun,”

Bo what dld he Qe about
the new wavel! “The energy
end jis down-lo-earih akii-
tude, People staried to write
songs again about thelr own
BHves and whai Lhey 2w
around them.”

Jackson's scngs are  nab
dir to relate to either
Hia first slngle, Is She Really
Golng Out With Him? —
sadly not the hit it deserved
t0 be — was thought of in
soma quariers i & bitler love
song. In fact it was writken
with Joe's longue planted
{irmly in his cheel.

told me: "It's just &
comment on why are all the
nice birds golng t with all
the ugly biokes. It's not &
song aboll belng neurotlc or
serewed-up.” Bo he's not
antlwomen? “Quile the oppo-
site nctually,” he says.

One problem Joe doss have
13 Bl health. Al his Mfe he's

been a chronle asthmatie,
though rhankfully Ie
dosan't suffer from 0t so

much now, He was, however,
in hospital just pefore Christ-
mas with a boui of Lhe 1I-
ey ;
And it haz had a profound
eflect on his lfe —and s
perhaps one of the reasons
why he's on his way ta
bacoming & rock star. “Prob-
ably belmg & bad asthmatho
when I was a kid asd In my
early teemy made me feel &

bit different from &1l the
other kids™ he says.
ROY JONES

Evening News February 17th, 1979

reviews since Crosarcads
hit pur screens. Seriously

the priase heaped on the
Spiv's pate s been
monumental and the

anticipation of this, his
first recorded work since
the epic ‘Ia Bhe Re-a.l];.r
Going Out With Him
has been just as greal.
'Look Sharp!’ after two
days of solid lstening,
quite simply thrusts it's
wiy to the fore of T9's beat
work.

Live, Jacko's band
exude a tightness, con-
fidence and self
rlghtéousness which
makes them, unknown as
they are, sound as if the
omwn the wurlduﬂn record,

e & n 8 e

-pm li.rl{ - lf:-rﬂll
outl the sound admirably
and recreate the live
atmosphere mnole per-
fectly. The album is the
true excellence of a JJ glg
sans polka dols and
pinstripes.

Prepare oursslf,

. lor sound-
to the Jackson
conguest of the nation. It
opens with what | believe
Is the new single “One

More Time',
break neck paced
reggae and forlorn angst
that when you think about
it isn't really rasta In
duced, rather it's slzzling
rock - & - boogle. A
marriage of musieal
idioms is the resull of JJ's
playing arranging and
writing. In eassence the
man thieves, sorry
borrows heavily from
numercus black — In-
lluen:e d honkies.
s for dredging up
I.hll" gl«! FParker
Morrison rormtcuon but

scratchy

surely this man is the son,
or kid brother, of Last
Year's Model

There are no highlights
on this disc, fl one
joyous romp through all
the facets of ex-
perience. Love figures on
‘One More Time', 18 She
Really Golng Out With
Him?", ‘Happy Lovin
Couples’, a song whic
attacks the noble in-
stitution of e. The
popular Sabbat
grﬂl get It on ‘Sunday

apers’ wilh some
marvellously Incisive
lyrica,

Bide two peaks with
‘Fools In Love'. This eplc
coasts along a la
myoplc Elvia® "Watchin
The Detectives’ and as
stated In a recent live
repori, the melody Iis
redolent of the classic
MOR anthem ‘Feelings'.
The other personal fave,
thie being the only
criterion by which to

such a prestigious
album, is the title track
which is Steely Dan clrea
‘Katy Lied",

Spot the influences. 1

mﬁu Diddiey, Elvis,

red Mann, Stesly
Dan, Steve Miller,
Maurice Albert, G.P.,
and I'm for the set.
Elhera |o=.1" numcmu:

ues F"
and m: { o0'm
rock ‘'n’ roll i.n.ﬂumﬂl in
there too. A more com-
plete package you
cmﬂ“f.n'tmtmr.

only
Eetting the
good as this I.qll"l'.hl:l' 1
have faith in him and for
now my tumtable taste is
satisfied. Oh, and the
shoes were by Denson. +
+ + + + RO GURR.-

lem 18
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It wms guarier to oeleven, he Naakidlle waa petting Thll‘lﬂ\
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o foiow os, Ihough many were heard 1o muller tat ng quietly g
B had Vbemer be worth B 'I'::‘w-t " thal r-ur ber, and al
ji pcnually knows sbow sirange man [rom redit
P, whast ik gl 4n AR s Ol :mhel although
barely sald mors chas & few copees, Dlut wand must v
got out somewhere Thal Bere whs & guy warth asphivis- escaped in the auy
fung yowrsett lor, bscasas mo-one has that many relstives ever, there should pe

mad & creed that sz can’t all be paper, H
Bt he Emally werived cm siege, end you have whis his price is

corre pondest § word that i was, indesd, worh | The album release

band i tight, the fenes simple and e hrics catching. February 6. AkM

An ungmuming characsr with & wrong woice, boe Jack- m

s e determined 16 sart & trend of his cwm, ~Punk

is aead,” he mlocmwd @ Few goblsag pogocn in the [roat EDIIB‘E & ﬂﬂb

rrw, “Dhdn’l yow bpcw? Tha i ibe yoar of the apiv.”
5o rhar's whai be & wlired a8 b wad in pes-sitipes -
and antabory, with 3 confiden) line i chat, he looked Fﬁ‘bmnf 19?5
e like am impuramor agent. The S number, “Preity ;
Chry, Brpugha (he hlbes of MNick Lowse 1o misd — minly
heramse of 28 incredebly poilive Lows sownd - alike
hdva payer whaoet nims wal newdible through tse appee-
<Aalrer choars whach ressunded when be wan stroduced,
Bul, in facl, ms we have sinee mken Ow irouble o dis-
vever, B cilled Graham Maky. The set was well-paced,
wilh the tidle track of the mew LP "Look Sharp™ eary
wn, nd o sharp calypeserock inceriede, with Mr, Jack.
wn pruving Bi vonh of Reyboands snd harmondcs, The
New waigle wendi gresl, cntitled “Sunday PRpR", pre.
crded by a4 wmhle om u ity lem i the “Maews of the
Warld” in which he proved nething i mal hin obikivy 13
deal with hecilens of the Austrakan bonen lisd,

The dow reggae Rumber was followd by a whimsical
d=iy wedl known i philosophers, “Lile b Jusi A hl
OF Cherran™, and recked wp Parkersiyle climax lefy ha
erosd ralimg hoandy lor move with the ohrtadndy |hat
here wat o siar charicier of whom we shall be hewing
much mare i the very near fuiuee

Altsoz, wisely, have agency.

College & Club Circuit
February 1979

g o= THE VENUE
Sharp” (AMLH §4743). Robin Denselow

IT'Slu'nlmm:uy'lhlt sparse  production
pub

job by
one of the n David Kershenbaum ad ice

o'y demies v ks tothe umon o P | Joa Jackson
2pparent lnability to repro- The format is  repeated
duce its Hvg o almost exactly for the second
vinyl A fistful of years after  set (sorry, 3ide). Featuring AFTER Graham Parker, Ian
is decease, siong comes the bass guitar conversations Dury and Elvis Costello, Joe
l:w-qﬂ' Jot Jacdkson - of Sandiord and Maby, "Baby Jackson looks all set to be
Eate . everybody wroag  Stick Around” is the sort of the latest British -50ng-

friRg more critical ap-  song that made Mijs Lofgren wriler  rock  balladeer 1o
taces for his stage e, e Lim Tk the Stomes, emerge as a major force. He
slter such 2 "short caress, bty o el H‘::iﬁ; has all the currently vital re-
Jackson has taken 5 shrewd,  Observed lyrics with 1 stunn. quisites, for his style is dis-

but eatirely natural nexi  iAg economy finds jig tinetive, professional and tight
::p. For his debut album, he example |y - “Look -~ and his Iirmﬂu: are distinclive
d and  whilst hig knaek of e- and fashionably ordinary.

i soun

foel al -
,;Ih.,’;ﬁ Mentical 1o that EL“‘;I“}"H"I epas e e is young, with short_re-
muj“ﬁ .:,ﬁ" h“[mt Sharp” Love" thy W of this f‘?ﬂlﬂg hair, and at The
recording: ever S0 8 live side. A couple  of bive Venue he wore a pin-gtriped
1?‘.:'"" udq 'mnm favourites, “Ingtant  Magn" suit and blue spotted tle, If
Hu imu& . Grab thnurmu. m the whole is peatly hlE mdr;-;t o “h:n'rg"c
on the i 2 ¥ sin7er he might have beon
ity of " the b Sol.  rounded off with ~Gor Thy mistaken for a flashy junior

. “One  Time,
..IlynmI| Ttmm Im- openers; fill  piecy of .M”l“m"m clevk at the Stnck Exchanve,
lyrical m::‘. n'ﬂ by s l&m Bt me clapping like mad for Hefore suddenly bursting
ty like '-m l""- Uy  an_ encors, — FRANCES into fashion with the release
Slow it for the . ASS. Of his first, hiehlv recom-
B Ly el e ey S Lok Sty
O w;ll.' m..‘"‘"r lE'ﬂllm February rd, 1979 ml""‘"’,ff"&'r'pr' hecame ;l"ll
n a arcomnliehp #nisi al the
ot iy ‘:‘J# s Lowe: Roval Arademy, nlaved at fhe
“Clash manic m'k:' local Plavhoy Club in. his
" It Away = y native Portemouth and went
tte spoken “rﬂu and & middla of the raad 19 bark

New Faces winners Coffee and
Cream, ;




Joe Jackson — the new sharp hero

{E FIRST big media hero ﬁf_l';'T‘i = an armangement whereby he and h ' ;
- I Tackson, he of the haunted features band are paid a weekly wage inﬂﬂdfg rbl::t that we don't ask for the Sapow-
ind polka-dot tie. With little apparent ""We'll then haggle over tour su b :
y istory 1o trade on, Jackson is and things like that" he says. “Thﬂﬁ m;:::: :udg; wgmmllm'c s heen
cuddenly onc of the faces of '79 with been very co-operative because they the anist d:nieI: l:!.'ll:'l|r o l!'hhwgh
| music press arti l-:\dami a front directly influenced by Cﬁ':-:cllg T was
n Sounds to his credil, aware of him but :
1 interesting point is whether Jack- imitate him but igy:aﬁl:u . [_'3
n can turn his media laudings to doing what I'm lr_'n'n: 0 dol” " o
The comparison comes from Jack-

ym sales. At present, his Look Sharp
bum (A&M AMLH 64743) is showing son’s sharp song observations about life

lithe movement : around him, his smart but spartan viszal
Tackson comes from a highly musical pose and the dry, clean musical textures
hackground, He trained at the Royal - s== he insisted on in the studio.

Academy of Music but found the resul
ant knowledge “totally useless™ with
reference to the grainy, r&banfluenced
1 vhich he now takes. Once a
nember of rock band Arms and Legs,
he Portsmouth-raised singer was look-
iz into the possibilities of launching has
W bel to get his music heard when
A&M producer David Kershenbaum
heard his tape and convinced him to sign
vith the King's Road company

This last aspect, he admits, may need
beefing up. The Look Sharp album,
good as it is, may be rather wo sparse.
For his pext album (probably out in the
o] autumn) he foresees “no amazing
change of direction but a bigger pro-
duction.”

If the intense exposure thar Joe Jack-
son is getting on the nation's evening
rock shows doesn't pay off for Look
Sh!m-p it seems probable that the spiky-

Wise 10 the dangers of instant star- haired, pinstripe-suited star will at least
m, Jackson asked that his contract crack it sometime this year. A quiet
th A&M (one year with review option

t the end) yacld him a sicady living
her than a large advance and came to

ence onstage must sooner or later make
things happen for Joe Jackson.
Radio & Hecord News

N | self-assurance and a gencral star ambi-

JOE JACK -Cr,

W°"ld yau Dingwaui Lordon, . m m:mﬁ band strike
] ] this
live next B ot pace o &oet st | e, e it v v

door to this iu:.inatss | Hesteted

£
;
.
g
E
.
i

L ] ented one. Sartorially the man is t With ** follows

' > Mm&mxlhr The wide mmmmﬁ;hw
ﬁ:lm - stripe and the mat- | g o, ra' finds the Jackson

: ching dot kipper tie and hankle | o000 ™ Lraoning  itself around
are. as our own resident slob Tim | 4 o;p0p 1y sttackable targets.
Lott whmutrw? the aitire | & neat Arabic reggae
one Associl potential rock
star. Still, as the man himsel! states, mmm:m = in ‘Bab
in ‘79 "'spiv"’ is the word. Stick Around’ and ‘Don’t Ask Me

d gents. ‘You're
Kinda Cute s compitestealirom | 80,803 (o cihe o periormes
Guﬂn}ﬁ;r'lwm by Joe and his trusty lht'.lu. plano.
Yacko's best song, lfts Iis bass line mm:.‘-u'ﬂ meo - punk
from -w.um;w*m Detectives’ and | 2 o v Tt A and ‘Got
borrows heavily, melody - wise from Time' which are of dancing
Morris Albert's ‘Foelings’ H“% fun
more than rel encores weres verslons
formed with a ball “""’“"""‘h‘“. f m“?.' ‘Pressure Drop’ and a Carib
the Joe's fine Ihnlrluwm X flavoured ‘Come On' followed by &
up. Gary ni:lr:mzummlc Thxtmv;nmu{mm
Mmr&ﬂm Yes, Joe Jackson Is a real talent.




Joe Jackson

Hape and Anchor :
Thers's talent, and there’s
talent, Joe Jackson has both.

His single “Is Sha Egnrh.r

Going Out With Him™ is
playing on tape. S.”. rVivors or
the waather conditions a;e
singing along in a state O
plr:-?ialgthuw.ﬁ Scolsman
informs me that “J)'s dead
brilliant.” | mention his name
to the bar staff, and thay lapse
into starry-eyed ecstasy. [sita
CONSPIracy’

The band arrive to &
heartwarming reteption.
prummer Dave Houghton
wears black, guitarist Gary
Sanford wears white,
bassman Graham Mayby
waars both, and the man
himseif favours & hoodlum
pin-stripe with a gross-oul
polkedaot tie. He looks like he

hasn't shept for @ month; he
acts like hI:tdann't need to.
First impressions of the set
suggest an excellence in every
raspect; from then on itonly
improves. A near-perfect
sound balance points out the
muost thoughtful, controlled
springboard backing, the
band's rang® wi:lanald by their
deliberately economic Ist_-,rla.
Ower this, Jos's precision
lyrics paint a very clear
picture; an unusually sharp
mix of abservation and
sentiment given an added lift
by his confidential
cabaret-type delivery.
Pacing throughout is
suprame. *'Pratty Girls”,
| pok Sharp” and *Baby Stick
Around” are all firmby
grounded in slick, dance band
rack, There's tha same
clipped, tense appaal as

Costallo, but with an
immediate warmth and
colour.

Shuffled into a8 mosthy fast
moving set are a couple of
reggae-based numbers. The
first, “Sunday Papers’’ makes
the same stab at the tabloids
as The Jam's “Mews Of The
World”. More acute, and less
a statament of the obwvious, it
comes with a killér chorus line
and a dedication to the
overhyped news feature of the
week; Todd Rundgren’s
codpiece.

The second is “Fools In
Love”, a shamelessly catchy.
and lilting song that's almost
a ballad. So'much so, that if it
were to fall into alien hands it
would probably resurface
with palmcourt orchestration.
As it stand it's unique, both for
a lyric that strangelby

That A Sham
On. Not isigan

Joe Jackson
Hope & Anchor

WFLL, WELL — far from the
weedy Lyke sugpested by the
sheeve of the superh ‘ls She
Really Going Out With Him®
[AEM 45 — AMS T292), Joe
Jackson's physique s definitely
on the neck-cricking stringbean
side of a melre. No matter, of
course, excepl thai his occasional
heaven-bound lesps are, shall we
s2y, rather constrained im 1he
collin-cosy confines of (he
Hope.

Jackson, in revoltingly spolted
kipper tie and maiching hank,
fromts a geartet of andard
structure, f.e. one drummer
{Dave Hovghion), one guitar
player (Gary Saaford) and one
bass-man (Graham Mayhy).

A0 you sl haven't heard the
single, I'll aftempt (0 encapsalate
things: Joe Jackson wriles really
solid, really catchy songs, his
band play them with powerful
undersiatement. One gig lsn't
really  adequate  for any
worthwhile conclusions except in
the mosi exireme cases of plus or
minus (and even Ihen [here's
ample error-room), How much
difference there is between the
41’5 studio and live sound 'l nog
commil mysell on at such an
early  slage. Certalnly ji's
cenlimetrical, (he sparseness of
the recorded version lending
itzell (and so designed, |'m jald)
10 comrincing “live’ presentation.
50 i
The first, 2 Jackoom 00 keybiaed
werk-oul on  Cochrane's 120
Flight Rock’ 1 didn'( really warm
16. The crowd did however, and
mesell, [ confess | was ihirsty for
:"tilﬁn found this ap
¥ crowd-pleaser (hai
cul the sel in two, Lagy |
Ain't That A Shame® I{nm'
2s), #nd it made g nrfn:i
"‘::::F- not fo suy a splendidly
fi ol imterpretation — o
oM. ensy wilh such 5 vintage

Elsewhere the mosl  lasting
impressions came from ‘Sunday
Papers’, a really spunky rocker
with some killer Iyric cracks,
‘Fools In Love', which was 2
magnilicently calculated risk — a
really genile, loping tune wilh an
ironic  fail-twist  that  foally
vindlcated ksell, thereby proviog
nol  only that even the
beer'n’barl crowd have ears bul
that ‘Jacko' has plenty courage.

My other odds-on favourile?
‘GGod The Time’, a sharp, speedy
rocker that would siand s
ground easy even in a Clash set.
This towards the end of the sel,
by which time all stops were oul
and the band aclually blowed,
something  which the sparse
insifumeniation of the balk of
the malerisl hadn't really lefi
room for so far, I'm (hick, yes,
bl it was a refief all the sume to
heqr some busy guilar and drums
finally being given (heir head.

1 cheat: those particular itles
were most enjoyed because 1'd
been the privileged receptor of a
snifter  from  (he upcoming
Jackton album. A couple of
potential winners | hadn‘t heard
before, then: “Throw [t Away”", 4
stubby, precision-built bouncer,

JLook Sharp’, similar b

.OTE50,

Aot Jarkson has the Teel of a
winner to him. What he and his
h_a nd are on the brink of gelling,
I'm sitie, is the freedom tha only
total confidence can bring. Once
Past thil aurdie, there'll be no
slopping 1hem. And, like [“ve
already said — once is not nearly
erpugh  for  any  worthwhile
c inclusions  of long-term
worthiness. I don't even know if
this was one of their good nighls®
in other words. One thing m;
thrn |:1m=td though is jo play safe.
‘They've gol too much stardust (o
negds (o CoOmpensale,

CIOVANNI T4 .!}f}ﬁm

Melody Maker
Hovember 18th 1978

Jackson - LG'G:E.I_Hi
JOE JACKSON it a young ' A
Englishman with a fast growing, likely
reputation, firstly as an
emerging  songwriter  and
wecondly as a puy who has @
the courage of his convict- unl
ions. Following a couple of
guick deals with Albion Music
and then A & M Records
(producer David Kirschunbgum Was the 1
sparked off their interest), his ceedings.
first single was released a short  almost
while ago, to a rave review from down to maxin;
Sounds (where it was made Wwith ' :
single of the week) and : m, b

But the funny thing is that T
Jackson had an album fully bu
recorded before all this had lo

happened.
On his'own bat he'd got
enough money together  Really

{through doing cabaret work in
a Playboy club in Portsmowth!)
to record an album of self-
penned material and was s
determired to release it, record  to com
deal or no record deal. Working  when it
with a hand comprising friends  really ¥
from: various bands he had
previously worked with,
Jacktson set out on his solo
EareeT,

His first tour was as support  war
act to The Pleasers. And how =
did he get on? .

“The reaction we got was
totally unexpected — it was
very satisfactory indeed. [t was
really good to see the people
coming away from the barsin
the clubs when they heard our
music, ‘cos mnrquj_gig_gﬂy: 1
stays in the bar while the
support band is on. On more
than a few nights it pot quite
embarassing ‘cos we wer
getting more applause thgn The
Pleasers :



LIVE MUSIC

Joe’s panache and tempo

Artist: JOE JACKSON

Venue: Mashville Rooms (50)

Tickets: £1
audience: Bone-headed Aussie

o ks and lots of trend-setters.
f{rlurrp.m Product: Single ‘ls She
Aeally GC“"Ig Out With Him? {‘-‘"

aMS 7392) (C)

£ NASHVILLE has never been so
| and the wait has rarely been
= as it was for young Joe Jack-
Friday. Obviously the word had
ound that here was an up-
mar for 78 and nobody was

i

5 D I'
nan ha finally appeamd, clad In
hree-piace pin-stripes and look
Y ot more fresh-faced than the
Wi ing audience, it was worth the
ALM seems to have found the
synthasis for the end of the
v a voice reminiscent of MNick
we, & songwriting style that smacks
s of Ehvis Costello, a panache
T 7 Robar Palmer's and bags of

SrCe

nateral i mostly up-tempo,
a-minute pop songs with quirky

ldeas like the calypso-style middie
eight in ‘Look Sharp’ but he knows how
o pace his sel. including in i a nice
slowish reggae tund ‘Fools In Love'
and even hawving the brass face to
accompany himsell on the piano for a
solo version of “Life Is Just A Bowl Of
Chemies'. His band features a fine and
positve bass player who carres the
reggae numbers with ease and puts
the punch into the pop songs. Like
Beserdey's Rubinoos, Joe Jackson
has that infectious, innocent feel, bul
he has a cheeky, cockney stage pre-
sence calculated o appeal to UK audi-
ences. He mus! have hits this year.
JOHN HAYWARD
Record Busineas

Janpary 22nd, 1979

- Spiv rock— the

\bigthing in 797

P vy Fanron e

Joe Jackson
Nashville

YOU MUST have

food reviews obd J.?I-k:::
ding Intely: Tavoursble fkches on
cenaln eminent posery’ picks 10
click in '79 wnd nEar-SYCOphantc
-_ril¢~upl im all ihe papers.
¥'know, the hig bulld-ap irest-
;l'l-"lLH Time for a lowch of

Bocking down, . "

ut\i‘nn'.' g then, d'you

FTORE, wWromg, wrong, =
1a, because the key 1o dl'lknm
drooling min't wads of readies
from A&M (no free dimners and
trips e America for us — why
ool you fight-Misted *vevesgy)
hlll fuir  words; Class,
#:I::lﬂ'-flrﬂ Niftiness and

« whise collective |

Ly nitials

Comparisons with  Elvis
Costello have already been whde-
Iy bandied sbout, snd who sm |
to srgue? There's limes when
you can close your eves and im-
sgine it 5 Mr Parsnels wp
there, bul Jeckson's mo mere
musical magpie and the 13
origiouls in  bis  curremd set
sparkle with a life of thelr own.
They get the beef, the best, the
hooks. And J)'s got a look,

He walks on stuge (laie!) look-
ing sharp smd m a double-
breasted, RAR-badged pin-strip
juckel snd polka dot tie, ex-
planation being: ‘“Fuak s dead,
1979 is 1be year of Spiv Rock".
First mistake Joe, but be paid the
price in gob from oulraged
spikey lops who gave bim ihe
chance (o, iry owl his workisg
man’s cub  heckler Irmining:
“I've got & solt spol for you, It's
a bog in Ireland.™

No musical cock-ups Though
ms the band powered inlo o 'ﬂsll-
peced 17 pumbers, many with a
strong reggae backbone 1o their
sure-Tire melodics. Like the pun-
chy ‘Sendsy Papens’ (‘[ you
wenna know aboui the gay
pelitician/Dittg 3ex  posi-
Hon/Read § in the Sundgy

Papers'}.

Another institullon under al-
{nck is ‘Happy Married Couples’
— fhat targel’s & bit loo eaiy —
but in general he's less bitter than
EC, Mare romantic. See “Preily
Girls’ or ‘Fools In Love'. And
nole slen thal whether they're
tackiing the latter's gentle reg-
gae, Ibe up-tempo drive of
“Throw W Away", or the encore
variely of ‘Pressure  Drop’,
iCame On’, and *Ain't That A
‘Shame', the 1J Baad (Dave
Houghlon, drums; Garry Saa-
ford, guitar; Graham Maybe,
bass) always come nru':: I::T‘uu

The poial o
the 51 ‘Is She Heally Goiog
Out With Him", their unnlri-

wrchase sparkler of a
II . wm low polal was
Jackson's solo keyboard render-
ing of ‘Life Is Just A Bowl Ui
Cherries, the sort of cockiai
cabarel he should have beli
behind a1 Portimouth Playboy
Ch.:' on the whole he made very
few mistakes, Joe's been walileg
nhqllﬂlnrhhhhtu!lhﬂ'
ph.ndlhﬂ Ili-lhnhallm
mind 1o blow it now be's got i-a
far. A lasl word from the man:
“Prople ask me Il secces =il
change me. Well, | wis & € ¢
before and U'll be & c*** wliee

Ohb, yeah, there's soecibing
o o mm'ﬁl'mru
Sounds January 20th 1979



JJ by ROB HALL

Joe Jackson

Leeds

The eight-foot-six Neurotic
Stockbroker look just had to
reckon sooner or later, but
even though he's been
squaring-off all his life, spiv
rocker Joe Jackson now has
the kind of image which not
Bven & seasoned actor could
contrive. Cabaret in
Portsmouth must do
something for a man

In tha case of Jackson, more
has been revived than the
polka dot

Ke#led over ang
dutomatically combing his
hair on the condensation
Stalactites which hawve a
tendéncy to proliferate at tha
Fm_(‘.luhun mights like this,
Jackeon spewed his vitr'glic
Taps over an audience of

NEW MUSICAL EX PRESS
————

NTHETOW

punters barely ready for the
pin-striped phenomenon who
swealed, swigged pils and
executed open-heart surgery
for their perusal

‘Ore More Time', a sure-fire
opener sUng in sure-fire
manic style (cf. Graham
Parker) paved the way here for
a brutally fast-meving
50-minute set which easily
trashed the Leeds all-comers’
record. Fronting a band
whose frugality more or less
defines ‘minimalism’,
contender Jackson gets
through his fair share of
hang-ups in's gig. but nathing
here [not even & hiccu pping
fire siren) could prevent him
from getting everything out of
his systam. Spoken 3
preambles spotlighted the
humourist commaunicatar in
Jacksen: | quitthe polka dots
(far horizontal str ipes)

because the NME don't like
fhem. Dwouldn't know what to
wiar ilit wasn't for them,"
while the keen, terse hyrics of
'|s She Really Going Dut With
Him™ (cf. Steve Miller],
dedicated to Rick Nielsen and
Cheap Trick who he'd just
seen up the road, ‘Look
Sharp’, 'Fools In Love’ and
[hey Joe, what you doin’ with
that pun?) 'Happy Loving
Couples’ (cf, Elvis Costello)
ensured that nobody left
thinking Jackson was just a
jokar.

The unrecorded ‘I'm The
Man’ pronmised even more,
possessing a similar intensity
1o the 'Look Sharp” collection’,
but with a much more
obviously commercial
structure and feel — and
featuring a vocal fade-out
which one dares Jackson o
record: 'l was last year's
model, baby, and I'm going to
ba next yaar's too.” Very
camp, very cocky. But still
cool

Introducing the band
“because they're so good,”
Jackson gives credil where
due Pirouetting and generally
flipping out behind him,
guitarist Gary Sanford and
bassist Graham Maby provide
a complementary bizarrene as
an oddball backdrop 10
Jacko's frenzied stoicism. The
no-superflugus-action 3-D
wista is competitive, especially
if and when you could also
see drummer Dave Houghton

- a physical impossibility not
axclusive tomyself.

Jackson's raw harp
(featoring prominenthy on
The Fever’, the flip of the
single) and boogia electric
piana (notably on ‘Ain't That A
Shame’] were successful, if a
little gratuitous, They
conclusive indications that
Jackson {unwisely?) ilﬂ'lll"ld'-
to take the scope of his talents
to the outer reaches of
andless possibility.

But essentially, Jackson
knaws where he's going (you
can’t put a good spiv downl,
and hopefully, most
similarities with other rnl:t
artistes past, present, living of
dead, are iubﬂOHEiQU:J
rip-otfs. They told you J.J.
was going to be BIG, and you
suckers, you believed thafm.

This time around, though,
nobody loses: if Jackson has
seemed to fall imo the “hype
pracket, then this at least is
one hype we can all usi.

Emma

March 10th, 1979







LOOK SHARP! AMLH 6474%

IS SHE REALLY GOING QUT WITH HIM? SUNDAY PAPERS AMS 7413
AMS 7392



